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INQUIRY, Oc. 


Herkzx a Hiſtory of the Human Mind, 
in the various Ages of the World, would 
be of great Service to Mankind? | 

Whether the Hiſtory of Mind'i in antient Times, 
is not a Matter of ſome Conſequence? 

Whether the chief Improvements of the Arts 
and Sciences, have been carried on by Aſſociations 
of Men for that Purpoſe ? 

Whether a well-plann'd Society at preſent, wants 
be the moſt effectual Method, of furniſhing the 
World with a Knowledge of this kind? * - 

Is not the Hiſtory of Morals, and the finer Arts 
in Antiquity, the Chief Part of the n of 
Mind? 

Whether, in order to edicts a right Plan of 
this kind, for Antiquity in general, it might not 
be proper to make Trial on ſome particular Sub- 
ect, ſuch as the Writings of Homer, rr 
or Plato? 


446 Odject to employ the Attention of ſuch a 
Srcery, as a proper Inrrodu8tion to che Hiſtory of 
Morals, and the finer Arts in Antiquity?” 


_- 


Whether the Platonic Philoſophy might not be * 
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Whether, might not Perſons who have a Taſte 
for Letters, if they live near to one another, be- 
gin this Society? 

Whether, beſides the Members of this Society, 
might there not be Members alſo of Correſpond- 
ence? 

Might not theſe Members of Correſpondence 
write to the Secretary whatever occurs to them, 
either as a proper Subject of a Queſtion, or what 
might give Light into Antiquity? 

Might not any particular Member, who wants 
Intelligence of what may be communicated, have 
it by Letter from the Secretary? 

Might not particular Members of the Society 
have particular Branches of the Platonic Philoſo- 
phy aſſigned them to conſider; of which they are 
to communicate their Sentiments, either at 2 
Meeting of the Society, or by Letter to the Se- 
cretary? 

Might not the Secretary, on ſuch Occaſions 2s 
are judged proper by one or two Members, call a 
Meeting ? 

Might not the Secretary be appointed to pre- 
ſerve all Letters, either containing or anſwering 
Queries, till the Diſpoſal of them be determined 
by the Meeting? 
| Might it not be proper, that the Secretary be 
injoined to take care that he publiſh/ nothing of 

theſe Letters, without the Conſent of the Author 
and Approbation of the Meeting? Migh 
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Might not the following Subjects be recom- 
mended to the Society in general? | 

The Life and general Character of Plato. 

The Nature of his Compoſition, and all the 
Branches of his Philoſophy. 

Whatever occurs either to illuſtrate the Platonic 
Philoſophy, or as an Objection againſt his Do- 
ctrine or Compoſition. 

Might it not likewiſe be recommended to 
Members, that, in reading Plato, they particu- 
larly attend to the Subject of the Dialogue; the 
Characters of the Speakers, and particularly of 
Socrates; the Proceſs of the Debate, and the Steps 


by which it is carried on; the particular Addreſs 


of Socrates in managing the different Interlocutors ; 


what are the moſt probable Conjectures concerning 


the more dark and difficult Paſſages ; what Hints 
may be got with reſpect to all the different Arts 
and Sciences;— what the Agreement of the Do- 
ctrines of Plato with thoſe of modern Times, 'and 
wherein they differ ? 

In aſſigning particular Provinces to the ſeveral 
Members, might it not be recommended to one 


Member to conſider the Connexion of the Dia- 


logues, and the proper Order in which they ſhould 
be read? 


To another, to form Arguments for all the ſe- 


veral Dialogues? | 
To another, to make an Index of all the prin- 
A 2 cipal 
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and Ferſection of Deity entirely independent of 
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cipal Words, eſpecially ſuch as expreſs Moral, Po- 
litical, or Theological Ideas? 

To another, to eſſay a Tranſlation of Plato? 
To another, to inquire into the Sentiments of 
antient or modern Critics and Cammentators on 
Plato? | 

To another, to detect the Kevors; of modern 
Tranſlations ? | 

To another, to form a Hiſtory of the Life and 
general Character of the Author? 

Might it not be proper that Members, both of 
the Society, and of Correſpondence, be advertiſed, 
that they may freely communicate to the Se- 
cretary, what Queries occur to them, without any 
Anxiety about their being reckoned leſs material 
than others; according to the following Specimen? 

What is the Nature of Deity, and his Relations 
to Mankind, according to Plato? 

| Is there any Ground to believe that Plato had 
any Notion of a Trinity ? 

Whether Plutarch juſtly aſcribes to Plato the 
Doctrine of two independent and contrary Prin- 
Ciples, the one good, and the other evil? 

Whether Plato makes the ſupreme Happineſs 


the Univerſe ? 
Wich what Views, according to him, did the 
Deity form the Univerſe ? 
What are Plato's Notions of Prayer ? ? 
What is the End of religious Rites and Inſtitu- 
ONS, according to the Platonic Philoſophy ? 
Whether 
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Whether is it a Part of Religion, according to 
Plato, to dedicate Statues to the Gods ? | 
What are Plato's Sentiments concerning the O- 
rigin and Government of the World ? 
What are Plato's Notions of Mythology ? 
What is the 74 & of Plato? 
What is his 28 479 
What his Tpovota. ? 
What his 9:7 wipe ? 
What his adpayin ? 
What is the 7d 9&0 
What the 75 dee 
What his Tapadey ua ? 
What his id 
Are his Notions of the 25 ayadov ſufficiently 
qualified to guard the Human Mind againſt the 
Impulſes of Enthuſiaſm ? 
What is the Origin of Evil, according to 
Plato? 
What are the different kinds of Atheiſm de- 
ſcribed in Plato ? 
What is meant by Plato's Ideas? 
What is Plato's Opinion concerning Divination? 
Whether, according to Plato, there can be any 
Goodneſs «rw dd ue 
From which of Plato's Dialogues his T heology 
ought chiefly to be taken ? | 
How many different Principles of Things were 
acknowledged by Plato ? 
Whether any Being but the Supreme, can ſubſiſt 
in a State of abſolute Separation from all Body? 
Whether 
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Whether, according to Plato, Matter i is coeter- 
nal with Mind? 

Whether doth Plato maintain the Doctrine of 

one Supreme God? 

What are all the different Namis and Apellati- 
ons given to the Supreme God by Plato? 

What is the Worſhip 3 by Plato to the 
Supreme God? 

Whether Plato repreſents che Supreme God, as 
producing himſelf ? 

Whether the Doctrine of Creation, 7. e. God's 
making Things to exiſt which had no Being be- 
fore, is to be found in Plate? 

Whether Plato repreſents ſucceſſive Duration or 
| Time, as created along with the Univerſe ? 
Whether he makes Time or ſucceſſive Duration, 
and Eternity, the ſame thing ? | 

What are the true Cauſes of Atheiſm according 
to Plato? 
| Whether Plato aſcribes the Origin of Evil to 
| the neceſſary Imperfection of Things? 

What Paſſages are there in Plato parallel to that 
in the Meno, which aſcribes Virtue to bei N05 ? 

To what Caufe ſhall we aſcribe it, that Plato 
teaches Doctrines ſo ſimilar to thoſe in the Chriſti- 
an Scheme, concerning the 5e as the Former of 
the World, concerning the Means and Progreſs of 
Happineſs, and concerning the Extent and Nature 
it, by means of this Divine „eg? 


Does Plato point out ſuch an Idea of God as is 
inconſiſtent 
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inconſiſtent with the Belief of abſolute Evil in the 


World ? 

Does he repreſent Piety and Religion, as s having 
a firm Foundation in the Nature of Man, and re- 
preſent upon what Pretenſions the Wicked treat 
Religion as unprofitable; and by what Views they 
are led to deny a Providence? 

Does he point out in a ſtrong Light the abſolute 
Dependence of the World upon a Divine Cauſe ? 

Does he point out God to us, not only as the 
Former of the World, but as a Being who upon 
ſpecial Occaſions manifeſts his Power and Goodneſs 
by extraordinary Interpoſitions ? 

Are not his Thoughts moſt ſurpriſing, and ex- 
preſſed in moſt affecting Language, concerning 
the Idea of God ? 

Does he not expreſs the Reſtraints of Divine 
Influence? 


Does he not point out the great Doctrine con- 


cerning the Origin of the World? 


Does not Plato in the Philebus point out vic, as 
the Offspring of the firſt Cauſe; and does he not 
in the ſame Book correct a miſtaken, but too com- 
mon, Sentiment concerning Pleaſure ? 


Does he not, in the tenth Book of the Republic, | 


teach the Love of God to virtuous Men, his Ha- 
tred of the Vicious, and the Grounds of his Love; 
and does he not under lively Images deſcribe both 


the Folly of the Wicked and the Wiſdom of the 
Virtuoug ? 


Does 
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Does he not point out their Wiſdom, both with 
reſpect to the moſt refined Pleaſures in this Life, 
and the high Rewards to be received from God in 
the World to come; and at the ſame time the 
Greatneſs of future Miſery, and of future Happi- 
neſs, in comparifon of the Miſery of theWicked in 
this World; and Happineſs of the Righteous here? 
Does not Plato in the Phædrus teach the abſo- 
| Jute and intrinſie Beauty of the 7 xa, and the 
Power it muſt have over a diſcerning Mind? 

Does not Plato, in his third Book de legibus, ex- 
prefs Ideas of a Deluge; of the Manners of thoſe 
who ſurvived that Deluge, and of the Cauſes of 
the Simplicity of their Manners, very agreeable to 
what is taught in holy Writ? x 

Does it not appear that he was ſenſible of the 
Immutability of the Divine Nature,” and that Dei- 
ty on this account, is diſtin from the World, 
which partakes of Body, and therefore is liable to 
Change? 

Does he not expreſsly condemn the Doctrine of 
two contrary Gods, and expreſs the Dependence 
of the World upon one Divine Cauſe, its Creator, 
for Life, Vigour, ne for all its regular 
Operations? 

Does he not give us Reaſon to believe, that he 
had a juſt Senſe of the Perfections of Deity, and 
tecognized his abſolute Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
kis perfect Felicity, and his ipfinite Purity or Free- 
dom from Pleaſure and Pain ? 


Does 
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Does he not condemn all Repreſentations of 
Deity, which tend to repreſent him as the Author 
of Evil ? 

Does he not teach the Unity of God, and the 
Dependence of the 95. upon him as their Father 
and Creator; and likewiſe give us a Hint concern- 
ing the Nature of antient Mythology? 

Does he not; in a bold and mythological Style, 
diſcover the Employments of the Gods, their 
Dependence upon the 73 55 the Influence which 
the Sight of this has upon them, and in what 
Views that Object will preſerve them always un- 
blameable, unhurt, pure, and unpolluted? 


Mc. S -. . * * 


Orders of Superior Beings. 


Wir are all the different Orders of Rational 
Beings ſuperior to Man? 

What is Plato's Jnuwpyoc ? 

What are the die $43 ? 

What is the Dzmon of Socrates ? 

What is the Meaning of the different Oaths put 
in the Mouth of Socrates by Plato ? 

Why Socrates, the Moment before he expired, 
ordered the Sacrifice of a Cock to * ? 
What is the van of Plato ? 

What the 25 & ? 
What are the 987 txbopuor ? 
B What 
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Whit are his various Meanings of Puri; ? 
What is the 73 ee? 
What is voa ? | 
What is the Zeuc ny, 
What is the Toro vmepupare ? » 
What is his plaſtic Nature ? 
What is the Worſhip preſcribed by Plato to all 
the other Gods below the Supreme? 

What he means by the Soul of the World ? 

What is the Meaning of theſe three Principles 
in the Parmenides, rs To war, i rare, and 2, % 
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Whether Plato acknowledged two > Souls of the 
World ? 


Whether he aſcribes a Soul to Matter before the 
Formation of the World ? 

Does he not repreſent it as the Doctrine of the 
Barbarians, and of the Inhabitants of Greece in 
ruder Ages, That the Moon,- Earth; Stars, and 
other heavenly Bodies, were animated Beings ? 


* * * * * 


* 


* 
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Human Mind. | 


Har is the Nature of the Human Mind? 
Whether Plato had any Notion of imma- 
terial Subſtance ? | 
What are his different Meanings of uxn, me, 


Tit, ti NOyog rvooe, yet eg, ba, and 
d ? 


What 
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What is his Doctrine of Pre- exiſtence? 

What his Account of Tranſmigration? 

What his Notion of a future State ? 

What the moſt rational Explication of his Ar- 
guments for the Immortality of the Soul? 

What the Deſign and Nature of Puniſhment ac- 
cording to Plato? 

Whether the Doctrine of Eternal 8 
is to be found in Plato? 

Whether the Human Soul in a future State can 
fall from its Integrity and Innocence, according to 
Plato? | 

What are all the different Purifications of the 
Soul, according to Plato ? 

What is Plato's ipopuirn, and his Notions of 
human Liberty ? 

What Powers doth Plato aſcribe to the Soul over 
the Body ? 

What are his Notions of abſtract and general 
Ideas? 

What are Plato's Notions about the Forgiveneſs 
of Injuries ? 

What is the Deſign of Philoſophy, according to 
Plato? 

How far is Adverſity neceſſary to conſtitute the 
higheſt Degree of Virtue? 


Virtue ? 
Whether hath Plato given a juſt n 


of the relative Duties? 
B 2 Whether 


How far do the Liberal Arts tend to promote 
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Whether the various Schemes of wieder Mo- 
raliſts, have any Foundation in Plato? 
In what Senſe are'the Laws of Morality eternal 
and immutable on the Platonic Scheme ? 
Whether is the Aggregate of Happineſs and 
Virtue invariably the ſame, or always increaſing ? 
What are the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtics Plato 
gives of the four Cardinal Virtues? 
What are Plato's Notions of Scepticiſm ? 
What are his Diſtinctions between Pleaſure and 
Good ? | 
Whether there be any thing in the Language or 
Sentiments of Plato which ſeems to patronize or 
encourage Unchaſtity ? 
What is Plato's Account of true Friendſhip ? 
Whether all Knowledge i is not Reminiſcence ? 
What is Plato's Account of Sacratess Amours ? 
What is the beſt Explanation of his Diſtinction 
between the doro vd doro and the euro du ? 
What Right, according to Plato, hath a Man 
| to diſpoſe of his own Life ? 
| 5 Whether doth Plato maintain that there i is eter- 
5 nal Evil in the Plan of Things ? 
ul Wbt is Plato's Notion of Power f 
| What is the Summum Bonum, according to Plato? 
| 5 Does he clearly point out the Conſequence of 
| 


| Piety to public Happineſs, the Obligations we are 
4 under to imitate the Life of Man in his original 
|. Eſtate, and the Conformity of doing ſo to the Di- 
| | vine Principle which is within us? 

| Does 
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Does he recommend to us the Imitation of 
Deity, explain wherein this Imitation conliſts, and 
upon what Principles we are obliged to this ? 

Does he not deſcribe the Nature of ſpiritual 
Knowledge, the Effects of it, the Principles up- 
on which it is founded, and the ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſings with which it is rewarded ? 

Does he not repreſent, under proper Similies, 
the two contending Principles of Action in the 
Human Soul ? 

Does he not repreſent, under, a proper Simile, 
the Influence of well-choſen Amuſements, in pro- 
moting true Virtue. 

Has he not a moſt comprehenſive Idea of what 


may be reduced under theſe two Words, Au, 
and yuurasmn ? 


Does not his Simile taken from the Buſineſs of 


Dyers, teach us a moſt important Truth ? 


Does he not, in a very lively Manner, expoſe 
the Folly of giving Advice without Knowledge ? 

Does he not point out the extenſive Nature of 
the good Effects of Juſtice ? 

Does he not point out, how Pain, as well as 
Pleaſure, becomes the Means of promoting Aſſo» 
ciations ? 

Does he not point out the Motives we have to 
imitate God, and wherein that Imitation conſiſts ?, 

What Paſſages may be ſhown in his Works, pa- 
rallel to that in his fifth Book of the Republic, con- 
faining an Argument for a future State, founded 

on 


Mankind? 


tinguiſhed by their Objects, on what Principle 
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en the moral Character of God, and the AMiQi. 
ons of good Men in this World ? 

Does he not, in the Gorgias,- point out what 
ſhould be the ruling Deſign of Man, what it is to 
depart from this Deſign, and the infinite Evil of 
ſuch a Departure ? 

Does he not teach, in his Repnblic, and in his 
Books of Laws, great and important Truths, con- 
cerning a future Judgment, and. 8 a State of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments ? | 

Does not Plato, in the Politicus, ſhow the in- 
ſeparable Nature of the Virtues ? 

Does not Plato, in his third Book of the Repy- 
Zlic, point out the Shamefulneſs of Vice, on ac- 
count of the new Diſeaſes it introduces among 


Does not Plato, in the Theætetus, point out the 
high Conſequence of Thought and Knowledge to 
the Soul, under proper Images immediately rela- 
ting to the Body ? 

Does not Plato, in the Gergias, point out 
wherein the Beauty of the Soul conſiſts, the Con- 
nexion of the Cardinal Virtues, how they are diſ- 


they gain the Divine Approbation, and their Con- 
nexion with Felicity and a perfect State? 

Does he not, in the ſame Book, point out the 
Folly of ridiculing a future State, and the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of a Courſe of Virtue perſevered in with a 


View to * Reality of that State ? 
Does 
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Does not Plato, in his ſcond Book of Laws, 
point out the firſt Means by which Children are 
trained up towards Virtue, and what is requiſite 
to conſtitute real Virtue in their Minds ? 

Does not Plato, in his Charmides, point out to 
us the Connexion of the Soul with the Body, the 
Regard had to this by antient Phyſicians, and the 
Importance of Temperance to the Health and 
Vigour of the Head, and by conſequence to that 
of the whole Body ? 

Does not Socrates, in the Lyſes of Plato, give us 
a moſt ſublime Idea of Friendſhip, pointing out 
to us the grand Object of that Principle, in which 
only Friendſhip can have a firm Foundation ? 

Does not Plato, under a very proper Image, re- 
preſent the Difference between Knowledge and O- 
pinion, and the Excellency of the one above the 
other ? 

Is it not a fixed Prieciple with him, That Mo- 
ral Evil is involuntary ? 

Does he not point out to us the good Tendency 
of Puniſhment, and of what Conſequence it is to 
the Happineſs of an unjuſt Man, not to eſcape it 
in this World? 

Has he not curious Obſervations concerni ng 
ae, and does he not give his Teſtimony againſt 
thoſe Fables, which had a Tendency to give dan- : 
g:rous Notions concerning this Matter? 

Does he not point out the Connexion of virtuous 

Habits 
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Habits in this Life with Happineſs in the next; 
and of vitious Habits with Miſery ? 

Does he not point out, that the future Happi- 
neſs of good Men will include in it Simplicity of 
Nature, or Freedom from the Inconveniency of 
having various Senſes? 

Does not Plato ſhow; from a vety familiar In- 
ſtance, that even the common Senſe of Mankind 
ſuggeſts to us a real Difference between Natural 
and Moral Good in point of Dignity ? 

Does not Plato, under the Image of 4 Centinel 
beat off his Poſt, repreſent the State of a Mind 
ſubject to the Influence of Pleaſure? 

Does he not point out the different Objects of 
Knowledge and Opinion in a proper Light, re- 
preſenting the 79 3 to be the Object of Intelligence; 
and Things created, corruptible and involved in 
Darkneſs, to be the Objects of Opinion, the Ef- 
fects of which are Darkneſs, and various and in- 
conſiſtent Thoughts ? | 

Does he not, under a very ſtrong Image, re- 
preſent the Union of a good Soul with God, the 
noble Effects of this Union, comprehending Intel- 
ligence, Truth, Knowledge, true Life, Nouri 
ment, and Happineſs? _ 

Does he not enlarge our Views of God, in re- 
preſenting the Influence that Pain, as well as Plea- 
ſure, may have on human Happineſs, by point- 


ing them out under the Image of two Fountains, 
the 


| Ge 
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the Stredans of which the Man muſt drink who 
would become happy ? 

Is not the great Doctrine concerning a Scale of 
Beings, and the Conſequence of not knowing this, 
juſtly repreſented by him ? 

Does not Plato give us the juſt Idea of a Philo- 
ſopher, from the Nature of that Object to . 
he directs his Eyes ? 

Does he not give us an high Idea of the Dignity 
of the Soul, in repreſenting it as ſuperior in its 
Demands to any thing that Riches can afford, and 
that which Man ou ght to reverence next to the 
n 

Does he not very properly ation under the 
Image of what is done by a Mob in the State, the 
Effects which Pleaſure and Pain produce on the 
Mind; when they prevail in oppoſition to Reaſon 
and Knowledge ? 

Does he not give a very goad Caution concern- 
ing the Language proper to be uſed in a State, 
and make a juſt Enumeration of theſe external 
Goods, which are in the higheſt Eſteem in the 
World, and fix a ſtrong Cenſure upon the Opi- 


nion of the World, repreſenting it, as his Do- 
ctrine, that all kinds of external Good, nay Im- 


mortality itſelf, without Virtue, 3 be the 
higheſt Miſery ? | 


Does not Plato repreſent Sotrates Aiſcourſing to 


Phedrus, in what Character we ought to conſider 
him in his ſublime Diſcourſe on Love; and does 
C he 
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he not diſcover the Models which Socrates had in 
View in this Diſcourſe? 

Does he not explain the Image of the winged 
Chariot, and borrowing Expreſſions from that 
Image, explain to us by what Cauſes a Mind falls 
into a State of Ruin ? 

Does he not explain the two Horſes of the 
winged Charior, to ſignify theſe two Principles in 
the Mind which are of a contrary Nature, the 
one implying Affections to the Beauties of Truth 
and Virtue, the other Appetites towards ſenſible 
and created Natures ? 

Does he not, in the mythological Style, not 
only point out a future State, but a future Judg- 
ment, and ſeveral important Circumftances rela- 
ting to that Event; particularly, that it will be 
adminiſtred in the moſt impartial Manner ; that 
the Mind, and its Diſpoſitions, will only be cog- 
noſced upon; that no Reſpect will be had to 
Friends, Acquaintance, Condition of the Body, 
Sc.; and that as Judgment will be. adminiſtred 
according to Truth, it will take Effect in the 
Happineſs or Miſery of Men, in proportion to 
the Habits which they had while in this World; 
ſo that even a private obſcure Perſon, who had led 
a holy Life, will then be bleſſed; and Puniſh- 
ments be proportioned to the Guilt of the Wicked, 
ſo that Kings, who have ryrannizeth over Mankind, 
will endure the E Tortures? 


Does 
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Does he. not, under a very ſtrong Image, repre- 
ſent the fallen State of Man, the Evils of this 
State, and the Deformity of the Soul in conſe- 
quence of it; and, at the ſame time, does he 
not point out the proper Object of our nobleſt 
Powers, the Conſequence of our panting often 
after that Object, and particularly the good Ef- 
fects of it, in procuring Beauty, Happineſs, and 
Knowledge to the Soul? 

Does he not point out what Hopes a good 
Mind may draw from the moral Character of 
God, even with reſpect to the Afflictions and 
Calamities * n befal him in a preſent 
State ? 

Does he not give a noble Teſtimony againſt 
Envy, and paint out the Effects of it in the 
ſtrongeſt Colours; and does he not give a moſt 
delicate and elegant Deſcription of the beneficial 
Influence of Friendſhip ? 

Does he not, under a lively Image, point out 
the Dictates of true Wiſdom with reſpect to theſe 
two different Diſpenſations, Pleaſure and Pain, 
in this World ? 

Does he not give us a diſtinct Idea of the Na- 
ture of Juſtice with reſpect to the Government of 
the Heart? | 

Does he not ſhow how every Man may make 
the moſt of his Genius, and of what Conſequence 
it would be to the Individual and to the Public, 


that this ſhould be attended to ? . 
C 2 Does 
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Does he not ſtrongly hint to us the propet 
Method of W Fear, and aequiring For. 
titude ? | 

Does he not point out to us the Nature, im- 
mediate Effects and Conſequences of Ambition? 

Does he not, in a moſt lively and animated 
Manner, deſcribe the unhappy State of a Mind 
which is not guarded againſt the * of Plea- 
ſure ? 

Does he not. point out the Nature and pernici- 
ous Effects of Anger? 20 

Does he not, in the moſt ſtriking Light, and 
in the moſt animated Manner, deſcribe irregular 
Love in its firſt Impreſſions, its Progreſs, and 
ruinous Effects? 

Does he not point out, in a very ſtrong and 
animated Manner, the Meanneſs and bad Effects 
of an inflamed Attachment to the Pleaſures of 
Luxury and Feaſting ? 

Does he not give us a diſtinct Idea of that State 
of Soul whence proceeds Vice and Diſſolution of 
Manners ? 

Does he not give us a true Idea of the Love 
of a Country, of its proper Object, and of its 
Prevalency in a good Man, over an Attachment 
to Eaſe or Pleaſure, or any n rare 
whatever ? 

Does he not, in a moſt animated emer, 


_ defcribe the Nature and bad Effects of Avarice ? 


Does 


* 1 
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Does he not, in a noble Manner, aſſert the 
Praiſes of Virtue ? 

Is it not evident, that, in the Style of Plato, 
Suey and + Sec are ſynonymous Expreſſions ; 


eſpecially when they point out the Cauſe of any 


Influence upon the Mind of Man, diſtin& from 
what is common to the human Conſtitution ? 
Does it not appear, that the Athenians of Rank 
had narrow Views of Education, it comprehend- 
ing Muſic, Wreſtling, and Letters only ? 

Does it not appear, that ſuch is the Nature of 
Right and Wrong, that even Children pretend 


to have a Senſe and Knowledge of it; as is 


evident from their Expreſſions at Play with one 
another? 
Does it not appear, from Plato, that the Peo- 


ple who are inſufficient to be Teachers of Right 


and Wrong, are nevertheleſs ſufficient Teachers 
of Language; and that one Mark of thoſe who 
are Maſters of the ſame Subject, is, that they a- 
gree in their Sentiments with one another? 


Does not Plato give us a particular Inſtance 
of Fortitude, and an Idea of what may be com- 


prehended under the 73 xaxoey ; and does he not 


afford us an Inſtance of theſe being ſtronger 
Principles in Minds even uncultivated, than the 
Love of Life ? | O 

Does he not give us a very good Hint, how 
we may judge of the Nature of Good and Evil 
and who are really happy ? 


Does 
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Does Fu not give us a noble Definition of 

Man, point out his Relation to Deity, expreſy 
the Effects of Divine Contemplation, and juſt- 
ly obſerve that they are concealed from the Vul. 
gar ? 
Does not Plato ſuggeſt ſeveral nice Obſerva- 
tions in Praiſe of the Perſians, and ſhew in what 
Reſpects the Education of Alcibiades was inferior 
to that of the Perſian Princes? 

Is it not worthy our Attention, what Plato 
fays in Praiſe of the Lacedæmonians, and at the 
ſame time his Obſervations to ſhew that they were 
inferior to the Perſians in point of Riches ; and 
the artful and cutting Application of what he 
had advanced in Praiſe of both, to make Alci- 


 biades ſenſible of his Inſufficiency ; and likewiſe 
| how naturally he introduces the main Subject 


of this Dialogue, the Knowledge of one's 
« ſelf ? * 


Does it not appear, what an high Idea the 


Heathens had of that ras th Know THY- 
SELF? 


0. 4 e n | 


Rhetoric and Oratory. 


Har were Plato's Notions of Rhetoric ? 
Whether Plato baniſhed the Orators from 
all Share in the Adminiſtration of public Affairs: 
Does 


* r 
* 


1 

Does he not exceed in his Praiſes of Jocraten? 
Does he Juſtice to Ly/tas ? 

Is he too ſevere upon the Mw Orators of 
his Time ? 

What- Qualifications, according to Plato, are 
requiſite to impoſe upon others, without . 
deceived ourſelves? 

From whence, according to Plato, had Pericles 
the beſt Helps to Eloquence ? 

What, according to him, ought a Speaker 
chiefly to attend to, in giving Deſcriptions either 
of what is ſimple or compound? 

What is his Definition of a conſummate 
Orator ? 

Does he not repreſent, under proper Similies, 
the Nature of a confuſed and irregular Perform- 
ance ? 

Does he not repreſent, under proper Similies, 
the Nature of Eloquence in general, the Nature 
of a Diſcourſe, and what is really oppoſite to 
the proper Buſineſs of an Orator ? 


Does not Plato, in the Perſon of Alcibiades, repre- 
' ſent, in a ſtrong Light, the Eloquence of Socrates, 
deſcribing the Tranſports with which it filled him, 


the Power of it upon his Reſolutions, the Humi- 
lity and Senſe of his own Indigence with which 


it inſpired him, his ſtriving againſt the Charms 


of it, the Image he makes uſe of to expreſs an 
Idea of it, the Courſe he took to eſcape the Force 
of its Allurements, his Shame and Confuſion in the 
Preſence of Socrates, his Acknowledgments of the 

Authority 


Authority of that great Man, his feeling of 
Convictions in conſequence of Intercourſe with 
him, and the inhumane Wiſhes he had upon 
ſome Occaſions againſt him, notwithſtanding 
the Grief he would have had in caſe theſe had 
taken Effect? 

Does he not admirably deſcribe the bad Effeds 


of popular Oratory with reſpect to the public 


Aſſemblies and Courts of Juſtice in his Time? 


* * * * * * * * * 


N atural Philoſophy. 


Wir was Plato 8 EN in Natura 
Philoſophy ? 
What is the beſt Explanation, or what Con- 
jectures may be formed of Plato's Numbers, 
or what may be learned concerning them from 
antient or modern Authors ? 
What was Plato's Averſion to the Atomical 
Philoſophy ? 
What were his Sentiments of TY Heavenly 


Bodies ? 
Is there Reaſon to think he had * Idea of 


the Circulation of the Blood? 


What Obſervations hath he ſuggeſted with reſpect 
to the Science of Numbering and Computing ? 

What Parts of Medicine may be learned from 
Plato? © i 
n '% ab La. 
| Government. 
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Government. 


wt 1s Plato's Opinion concerning the Ori- 
gin of Civil EVE and its different 
Forms ? 

What his Notions of the Balance of Power ? 

What is the End of Civil Government, accor- 
ding to Plato ? 

Whether Plato, in ſettling the End of Civil Go- 
yernment, hath not the Advantage of modern Le- 
giſlators, who make it Trade and Agriculture ? 

How far Plato allows the Civil Magiſtrate to 


cognoſce the Opinions of Mankind with regard to 
Morals and Religion? 


What Meafures of Conformity are to be ſnewn 


to the received Religious Opinions and Cuſtoms of 
a Country, according to Plato ? 


Whether a greater Encouragement to the Arts 
and Sciences is not conſiſtent with the main Prin- 
ciple of Plato's Republic? 

How far has Plato borrowed his Republic from 
the Cretan and Spartan Conſtitutions? 

Whether foreign Commerce be ſo inconſiſtent 
with the End of Plato's Republic, as he repreſents 
it? 


What are Plato's Sentiments on Rb ? 


What is Plato's Opinion of the Athenian Conſti- 
tution, of the Spartan, Cretan, 3 and 


Sicyonian? 


What is meant by Plato's Community of Wives? 
D Does 


| . | £ | [ 26 ] 
l| Does not Plato give us a lively Inſtance of the 
l Miſery of thoſe who are under the Direction of ir- 
[ regular Government; and does he not point out 
1 the diſmal Effects of Tyranny and Ambition ? 
| Does he not, under proper Images, diſcover the 
= proper Method of purging a State from ſeditious 
1 Humours; and does he not give us a moſt ani- 
| | mated Deſcription of the Ends of human Policy? 
| 
[ 


Does he not point out the natural Language of 
the People with reſpect to their Governors, when 
any political Diſeaſe breaks forth? 

Does he not, in ſtrong Terms, admoniſh us 

vl how eaſily a State is ruined when afflicted with an 

il internal Diſeaſe ? 

i Does he not, under a lively ** point out 
| the high Importance of vigilant Rulers ? 

| Does he not give a noble Teſtimony againſt 

| Bribery and Corruption ? 

|| Does he not give us a juſt Idea of the Character 
M of thoſe Governors by whoſe Adminiſtration the 
Wi. - Public will be happy ? 

0 | Has he not a. juſt Obſervation concerning the 
1 N good Tendency of that Doctrine in a State which 
does not divide Virtue from Pleaſure? 

Does he not point out the true Cauſe of the 
Ruin of any State? 4 

Does he not point out the Connexion of the pu- 


blic Ruin with the Contempt of public Govern- 
ment? 


NN a A •²=ãů» 
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'PLaTo's Style and Compoſition, 


| WE is the Nature of Plato's Compoſition as 


4 Writer? 

Whether from Plato's own Writings, the Rules 
for explaining Allegory can be determined ? 

Whether Plato did not deſignedly ſtudy Obſcu- 
rity in ſome of his Compoſitions ? 

What are the ſeveral Beauties of his Style and 
Compoſition ? 

What is the Difference between Plato's Manner 
and Xenophon's, where they treat of the ſame Sub- 
jects ? 

Whether is it Juſt to charge Plato with Quib- 
bling ? 

Whether hath the Parmenides that myſtical 
Meaning aſcribed to it by many of the Antients ? 
Whether was the Epinomis wrote by Plato ? 
What Judgment muſt we form of the Wit and 
Humour of the Antients, from the 1 88 of 
it in Plato ? 

Whether hath Plato, in his Works, given us 
Specimens of all the different Philoſophic Chara- 
cters to be met with in Athens at that Time? 

Whether is the Length of his Digreſſions any 
juſt Objection againſt him as a Writer? 

Whether is there any Connexion betwixt the; 
different Dialogues in Plato, where the ſame Sub- 


jects are handled ? 


What 
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What ſeem to be the genuine Doctrines of Socra- 
tes, according to Plato; and what borrowed from 
the neighbouring Countries of Egypt, Chaldea, &c.? 

How far Plato was indebted to Homer for the 

Sublimity of his Writings ? 
Does he not, with great Wit, rally Alcibiades 
for his Ambition, his Self-ſufficiency, his Vanity 
and Want of Education, his Raſhneſs and his 
Pride on the account of Riches ? 

Have we not in Plato fine Deſcriptions of na- 

tural Beauties ? 
Does he not, in very bold Fi igures, deſcribe the 
Progreſs of good Beings of a created Nature, and 
the different Kinds of Good they enjoy, and give 
us juſt Sentiments of the Objects from whence | 
theſe different Kinds are derived ? 

Does not Cephalus, in the firſt Book of Plato's 
Republic, deſcribe, in a very lively and affecting 
Manner, the Riſe and Progreſs, and the Effects of 
awakening Thoughts raiſed in the Soul of Man by 

a near Apprehenſion of Death? 

Does he not, in the fourth Book of the Republic, 
in noble Metaphors, deſcribe the Dignity of Vir- 
tue, the vile Nature of Vice, and the Impoſſibility 
of Happineſs without virtuous Diſpaſitions ? 

Does he not, in his tenth Book of the Laws, 
deſcribe, under a proper Image, borrowed from 
the Poet, the Idea of a lazy Creature ? 

Is not the Cave or Habitation under Ground he 
mentions, and deſcribes ſo particularly, according 

| to 


10 


to the Explication he himſelf gives of it, higlily 
worthy of our Attention, as it contains a noble 
Diſcovery of the ſublime and ſpiritual Nature of 
his Philoſophy ? 

Does he not, in a very ftriking Point of Light, 
and under a ſtriking Image, ſhew the Ridicule of 
the Debates and warm Contentions of the Diſpu- 
rants of this World? 

Does he not give us a high Idea of Darius s Ar- 
my againſt the Greeks with reſpect to its Numbers? 
Does he, with Propriety, apply the Image of a 
Robe diverſified with various Colours ? 

Have we not ſtriking Inſtances of the Boldneſs 
of his Figures, not only in the Crito, but towards 
the End of the Menexenus and Protagoras ? 

Does he not paint, in very proper Colours, the 
Character of popular Orators, and the bad Influ- 
ence of their Oratory ? 

Does he not, in an artful Manner, praiſe the 
Athenians for their Lenity ? 

Is not the Word ipa51; uſed by Plato in an inno- 
cent Senſe ? 

Does not Plato ſuggeſt to us a Rule for i incrpre- 
ting his own Dialogues ? 

Is it not evident, from -the Connexion of theſe 
two Expreſſions, Piooopnl avlog adoruc, » raicdtyas i- 
c ul ſa O1X07001 ac, that Words in Plato to which I 
Interpreters have affixed impure Ideas, ought not 
to be ſo interpreted? 

* * * 9 „% * * * 


Poetry. 
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Poetry. 


Wr are Plato's Sentiments with reſpect to 
Poetry ? 

Whether Plato abſolutely baniſhed Homer from 
his Commonwealth ? 

What Opinion would he teach us to form of 
Simonides ? | 

What Opinion would he teach us to form of 
Homer, Heſiod, Ariſtophanes, and the other Poets? 

Does he not point out to us the true Idea of a 
Poet, and give a ſtriking Deſcription of the En- 
thuſiaſm which is requiſite for the poetic Chara- 
Eter ? 


. * 828 SG * > * 


PLaTo's Account of Philoſophers. 


W HAT is Plato's Account of the Orphic Philo- 
ſophy ? 
of the Doctrines of Anna] ? 
of the Philoſophy of Protagoras? 
of the Philoſophy of the Perfian Magi * 
of the Pythagorean Philoſophy ? 

What Parts of Philoſophy hath Plato borrowed 
from Heraclitus ? | 

What is Plato's Account of Auaximander's Phi- 


loſophy ? 


of Parmenides ? 


— of the Philoſophy of Egypt? 
Whether 


of 


of 


0 
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Whether did Plato borrow any of his Philoſo- 
phy from Philolaus the Pythagorean? 

What borrowed he from the Writings of Epi- 
charmus the Comic Poet? 

What from the Books of Sopbron the Mimo- 
grapher? 

What from Ariſtophanes the Comedian? 

Whether borrowed he his Timæus from that of 
Timens Locrus ? 

Whether did he borrow his . from the 
Autilogica of Protagoras? 


* * * * * * * * 


Opinions of antient and modern Authors concerning Plato, 
| He far doth Ariſtotle miſrepreſent the Do- 


ctrines of Plato? 

How far have the antient Fathers grafted their 
own Opinions upon his? 

Which of all the Moderns hath beſt illuſtrated 
the Platonic Philoſophy ? 

What Blunders may be obſerved in modern 
Writers, in aſcribing to Plato the Opinions of the 
Interlocutors in the Dialogues which are refuted 
by the principal Speaker ? 

What hath the Latin Writers of greateſt Repute 
borrowed from Plato ? | > 
Whether did Cicero thoroughly underſtand the 
Platonic Philoſophy ? 

| | What 


modern Writers, to furniſh proper Arguments for 


T1 
What Uſe hath been made of Plato's Sentimens 


and Compoſition by Lord Shaftesbury ? 
What are the beſt Models among antient and 


the Dialogues of Plato? 
Whether is there a near Reſemblance between 
modern Sophiſts and thoſe in Plato? 
What Whims and Fancies have the antient 
Commentators falſely aſcribed to Plato ? 
What are the Miſrepreſentations given of Plats 
Sentiments by antient or modern Writers? 
What Uſe hath Demoſthenes made of Plato? 
Whether have the Antients juſtly charged Plats 
with ſo many Anachroniſms in his Writings ? 
Wherein doth the Philoſophy of Ariſtotle chiefly 
differ from that of Plato ? © 


* Mons | A * * * * A# 


PLaTo's . and Charater. 


WIR. Plato's Chaſtiry i is juſtly aſperſed by 
Antiquity ? 

What new Improvements in Philoſophy were 
made by Plato himſelf ? 

Why Plato rejected the Invitation of becoming 
a Lawgiver to ſo many different Nations? 

Is there any Evidence of his deriving any of his 
Notions, either immediately, or by Tradition, 
from the Jews? 


Whether 
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- Whether was Plato the Inventor of Dialectic? 

6 f che Analytical. Method of Reaſoning ? 
of the Duplication of the Cube? ; 

What new Words and Phraſes did Plato intro- 
duce into his Philoſophy ? . 

What, and how many different States, received 
n Las from Plato as their Legiſlator? 

What Evidence is there in Antiquity of che Dif- 
ference between Plato and Ariſtotle ? 

between Plato and Xenopbon? 

between him and Antiſtbenes? 
between him and Æſcbines? 
between him and Ariſtippus? 
between him and Diogenes? 
between him and Pbædon? 
between him and Molon? 

U between him and Socrates 2 | 

Whether was Plato's Friendſhip with Dion 
founded on juſt and honourable Principles? 

What Ground is there; from antient Story, .to 
believe that Plato was addicted to the Love of 
Money? 

What is the nde that Plato nowhere makes 
were mention of Democritus? 

Why was Plato laſhed by ſo 18 of the an- 
ming tient comic Writers ? 

Whether were Plato's N to Sicily diſinte- : 
of his reſted and every way becoming his Character? 
ition, Whether was Plato fo envious and ill-natured as 

the Antients repreſent him ? 


\erher E Whether 
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| Wb did Socrates conduRt his Apology in 


1 J 
Whether did Plats ſufficiently exert himſelf in 


his Maſter's Defence, before his Death? 
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SOCRATES's Life and COA. 


a right Manner? 

How far was the Behaviour of Socrates, in the 
laſt Article of his Life, worthy of his Character? 

What were the true Cauſes of his Death? 

What were the Cauſes and concurring Circum- 
ſtances which contributed toward Socrates's making 
ſo great a Figure as a Philoſopher, at ſuch a Period 
of Time: —whether his Theory of abſtract Ideas, 
or his natural Modeſty,” or the new Method he in- 
vented of inveſtigating rhe by Gin and 
Anſwer, or what elſe? 

How far was Socrates right in refuſing to com- 
ply with the Advice of his Friends to make his 
Eſcape out of Priſon? 

What was the true Spring of the Enmity Ari- 
Ropbanes bore to Socrates? - 

Whether did Socrates always employ his Wit and 
Humour in a good Cauſe? 

What was the real ene of his Wife Aan. 
e 

Whether did Socrates me rake any Money: fro 
his Scholars? 


Wha 
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Whit was the Reaſon that Socrates never travel - 
led into any foreign Countries like the reſt of the 


antient Greek Philoſophers ? | 

Whether was he the only Philoſopher in Anti- 
quity accuſed by the Public for his Opinion ? 

Whether had Socrates two Wives? 
Does not Plato give us a juſt mr of the 
Character of Socrates ? 

Are not the Accounts which Plato gives of the 
Power of Socrates's Daemon uniform, in aſcribing 
to it only a reſtraining Influence ? 

Don't we obſerve a moſt elegant Gradation in 
the Deſcription which Socrates gives to Acibiades 
of his Ambition, and may we not obſerve his 
great Art in procuring the * of this young 
Man? 


Does not S * out the Sources of 


Knowledge z and that a Diſpoſition to learn, and a 
Diſpoſition to inquire, and a Senſe of our own Ig- 
norance are requiſite Qualifications, in order to 
our acquiring Knowledge from theſe Sources? 

Have we not a ſtrong Inſtance of the aſſiduous 
Application of Socrates to recover Alcibiades from 
his Folly ? | 

Does not Socrates, in very ſtrong Terms, ex- 

preſs the Neceſſity of Knowledge, in order to give 
Advice, and point out the particular Circum- 
ſtances which muſt be known. in order to give it in 

Matters relating to War? | | 
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Does not Socrates ſet up a Claim to Inſpłration; 
and does he not give us a juſt View of human 
Nature; and particularly, that every human 
Mind ſtands in need of Care and Culture? 
Does he not aſk a Queſtion which gives us an 


excellent Hint, how we may judge of that Virtue 
which conſtitutes the proper Condition of the Soul? 
Does he not, in a moſt ſimple and natural Way, 
diſcover to us, what it is to take care of one's ſelf? 
Does he not give us ſome Explication of the 


euro To 2 ? 


Does not Socrates, by a moſt ſimple and natural 


' Proceſs, lead the Mind to perceive a real Diſtin- 


ction betwixt Soul and Body; and that it is the 


Soul that conſtitutes one's ſelf ? 


* * 3 * * * he 


Advantages of ſuch a Correſpondence. 
Ionr not ſuch Societies contribute towards 
improving our Language, by introducing 
into it the true ſimple claſſical Style, in place of 


the finical Flood and Bombaſt ? 


Might not a noble Fund be afforded for juſtify- 
ing the Purity of the New Teſtament Writers, a- 


gainſt the Objections of captious Critics? 


Might they. not be of Conſequence to detect 
thoſe Impoſtors i in the Republic of Letters, who 


have ſuch Succeſs in pawming u pon the World 


falſe Accounts of antient F acts? 


200 Might 
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Might they not produce a compleat Commen- 
tary in the Writings of the moſt celebrated Moray 
its of Antiquity, and even in a compleat Hiſtory 
of moral Philoſophy, which is much wanted in 
the learned World ? | 
| Might not that falſe and corrupt Taſte which ſo 
generally prevails, and'is ſo manifeſt in the Na- 
tion, in the Encouragement given to immoral 
Plays and Novels, and various Schemes of Infi- 
&lity, and other vile Compoſitions of the kind, be 
hereby corrected? | 

Might it afford a valuable Entertainment for the 
active Spirit of Man, which, for want of proper 
and innocent Amuſements, is apt to break out in- 
to Diſorders ? 

Might not ſuch Societies, in proportion as they 
became general, give a happy Turn to common 
Diſcourſe and Converſation and modern Dialogues 
at Table, a Walk, or any accidental Meeting 


a 
1 


2 of the kind, be able to bear a Review as well as 
* thoſe of antient Greece? 

Might not the Virtue of private Friendſhip be 
fy- hereby illuſtrated without having Recourſe to an- 
tent Facts? | | 
5 Might not the Amuſements of thoſe, in a learn- 
A ed Profeſſion, be thus made ſubſervient to their 
_ more ſerious Buſineſs ? 2 
11d Might it not prove a noble Spur to Youth, to 


carry on their Studies with real Tafte and Appli- 
cation t 1 
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unixed to Religion, from axhiclritean never, 
out omg * Influence, be digained, | "ROY 


And, might not the Fougdstions aud Obliga 
ons pf natutal Religion he thus ſes in che ft 


Learning be more leech 


With. 
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